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Dear Tribal Leader:  

 
On behalf of the Secretary, you are cordially invited by the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) to participate in a virtual Tribal consultation and listening session 

concerning a research study focused on the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC). This Tribal consultation will be held virtually on 
Monday, July 29, 2024, from 2:00-4:00 p.m. Eastern Time, with a listening session 

following Tribal leader dialogue. The Administrator of the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS), 
Cindy Long—who will be the Deputy Undersecretary for Food, Nutrition, and Consumer 

Services at USDA by the time of the consultation—will be the USDA consulting official.  

 
About the Consultation Topic: A Research Study on Operating WIC in the Territories and 
Tribal Organizations Compared to Geographic WIC State Agencies 

WIC operates in 89 State agencies, including five territories (Puerto Rico, Guam, the U.S. Virgin 

Islands, American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) and 33 
Indian Tribal Organizations (ITOs). While the requirements for all WIC State agencies are the 

same, circumstances in the territories and ITOs, such as food costs related to transporting 
supplies long distances, could make program operations qualitatively different than in other 
State agencies. USDA is conducting a research study in a sample of Territories and ITOs to 

examine how operations are uniquely different than in other WIC State agencies, and 

determine how this impacts the program experience. Findings from the research study could 
inform program or policy adjustments to ensure equitable operations and services for all WIC 

participants.  
 
Registration: All attendees must register. Please use the registration link below to register by 

Sunday, July 28, 2024.  
 
Registration Link: 

https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItfuGurToqGREcYI1ZPYJcqTfvA94wvU0   
 

Date: Monday, July 29, 2024 

Time: 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Eastern (Zoom login available starting at 1:30 p.m. Eastern)  
Location: Virtual (Zoom link will be provided to the email address you use to register.) 
 

Agenda: Updated information, including a final agenda, handouts, and proxy letter 

information will be posted on USDA’s Office of Tribal Relations (OTR) website. Please visit: 
https://www.usda.gov/tribalrelations/tribal-consultations.  

https://www.usda.gov
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItfuGurToqGREcYI1ZPYJcqTfvA94wvU0
https://www.usda.gov/tribalrelations/tribal-consultations
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Proxies: In the event you cannot attend and wish to send a proxy, please use the attached 

proxy form and notify Erin Parker (sm.fn.tribalaffairs@usda.gov), Tribal Affairs Technical 
Advisor for USDA FNS, by Sunday, July 28, 2024. To designate a proxy for this meeting, please 
copy the attached delegation form to Tribal letterhead. This designation will authorize your 

designee to attend in your place for the estimated time of your absence. The delegation 
cannot be in perpetuity. You are also encouraged to invite program leadership and staff from 
your Nation to the Tribal consultation as observers, or to participate in the listening session 

that will take place after the consultation period.  
 

Written Comments:  

USDA encourages Tribal Leaders to submit written consultation remarks by email no later 
than Thursday, August 29, 2024, at sm.fn.tribalaffairs@usda.gov. 
  

Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to engaging in Nation-to-Nation 

dialogue with you on this issue.  
 

Warm regards,  
 

 
 
Kumar Chandran 

Acting Under Secretary 
Food, Nutrition, and Consumer Services 
U.S. Department of Agriculture  

 
Attachments (1):  
WIC Study July 2024 Consultation Proxy Designation Form / Letter Template 
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