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USDA TRIBAL COLLEGE LIAISONS DIRECTORY

As local representatives of USDA, Tribal College Liaisons work with Tribes to increase
economic development opportunities, workforce development, and Tribal and national food
security. Among their duties, they work with faculty and staff at Tribal colleges and universities
(TCUs) to identify their priorities and connect them with USDA resources and services. They
also advise the broader community, including Tribal nations, communities, and Native American
farmers, ranchers, and others on USDA resources and services. Liaisons also recruit students for
the USDA Tribal Scholars Program and other USDA internship programs to help build the
pipeline of Native American talent at USDA and the agricultural sector. The liaisons are
managed by USDA’s Office of Tribal Relations Tribal College Program.

Lawrence Shorty

Tribal College Program Director
USDA Office of Tribal Relations
Phone: 202-870-8035

Email: Lawrence.Shorty@usda.gov

Lisa Yellow Luger

Deputy Director, Tribal College Program and Tribal Liaison, Great Plains Region
Phone: 202-845-5646

Email: Lisa.Yellowluger@usda.gov

Raymond Benally

Tribal Liaison, Southwest Region
Phone: 202-360-8087

Email: Raymond.Benally@usda.gov

Kellen Palmer

Tribal Liaison, Central Plains Region
Phone: 202-308-3684

Email: Kellen.Palmer@usda.gov

Ryhal Rowland

Tribal Liaison, Rocky Mountain Region
Phone: 202-280-8355

Email: Ryhal.rowland@usda.gov
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