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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

USDA International Presence 

USDA has: 
• Research labs in 6 countries 
• Food Safety offices in 29 countries 
• Trade & Development offices in 72 countries 
• Projects and programs in 100+ countries 
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The Market Continuum 

Food Aid 

Emerging Market Programs 

Training & Capacity Building 

Exchange Programs 

Market Development 

Market Access 
Trade Shows 

Market Promotion 

The Market Continuum P
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These are not black-and-white designations
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Food Assistance 
USDA programs provide school meals and supports projects 
around the world to make that sustainable - reducing hunger 
and improve literacy and primary education. 
USDA is the largest single entity in the world sponsoring school 
meals. 
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Emerging Markets 
• Donations of U.S. agricultural commodities to 

developing countries, where they are sold to 
modernize and strengthen their agricultural 
sectors. 

• Provision of technical assistance to promote 
agricultural trade in emerging markets. 

• Address sanitary, phytosanitary and technical 
barriers that prohibit or threaten exports of U.S. 
agriculture. 

• Improve teaching and pedagogy among 
university faculty 

• Analysis of agricultural trade issues 



USDA 
iiilllllll 

Afric.an s,.,'1n~ fever (ASF) h J \·11 us rh.11 ~fleet~ .and w1dc.:I)' !>pr(•ad .1mong domcsti( and wild 
p ig, It }; ills t,1f«1cd p i~s u\ 21n 10 d.lr M(1tt.tlity rat,..., coin b,e;i, hi_gh .1s 100 ASFh.1i.nC"1cr 

tx-en found in the \JnitoPCI Sutcs 

! l uni:t.11,1.:a.tUlOI gctASF i nfccuon. but thCf\.,lll t .1rry thc v1ru~un dnth1r1g, ~hoes. ~nd<"r1u1p1m:111 
ASF h a. hlghl)· rwrsistcn i \·1n 1s 11,at on ,ur,..ive m !>Otl .m.-J 110rk prod uct~ for 111onrt1 .... An ASF 
o ut brc,1,I,:; m the- U11i1,,.d St .i. tt""- , , ould b.111,t• dC"'J "Utinst t'COil<JIUlt' t!fl('<:u on th(' 1:ot.mt r)'·~ g~ 

tlou,estlc procluc1 .as vv-cll .is the: ~wi ne mdu\11) 

1111<:.r lla l ioual Tr,,,-c.k ..rs: 
• Dn n"1 bnng homt' po01·k .incl por;. procfucr, J.O:JWJ"t'd from o\C'r-.e,u 

• Dt-c(,\ rc .in}· 0-.•cr\.C.1-. fo rm Vl~i lS nr ,;:ontJ<:ts 11·1ll1 11,·t.!Stod: m US Cu,1orn~ .,Lnd &,!'dct 

l)rcite,i..tion officer- w h'l" ll re•cntcnng rn.- conntr}' 
• If you \·!si t .i1l)' la.r1n_ ouh.ide o f 1.hc Uum·d S1,u~. ".i~h a,irl dLSmfm, or r.hn: 1

i\ ,n\J}', 
won, ,:h CM"., ,,ncl clotht:S th.i. t n1.1)· ~cl cor11.11111n.i.tcd ,1.nd l1J rbor t.11,:,ASF HtU\ 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Example: African Swine Fever 
Harmless to humans, fatal to pigs 
• Current outbreaks in Dominican 

Republic, China, Thailand 
• Estimated $50b impact to US 

industry 
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Developed Markets 
• Market Access 
Create, expand and maintain long-term export markets for U.S. 
agriculture by reducing foreign import constraints and non-tariff 
trade barriers. 

• Promoting Trade 
Marketing and promotional activities that help build commercial 
export markets for U.S. agriculture, especially related to the 
expansion of market opportunities 

• Introductory Samples 
Samples can lead to sales! 
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Example: The Humble PLU 
France requires that PLU 
stickers be “home 
compostable” 
• Has to adhere to the product, 

yet be removable without 
damaging the product 

• PLU labels aren’t just 
consumer-facing; also used for 
product tracing, organic 
integrity, and supply chains. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are 42 PLU codes for different kinds of tomatoes, and 244 for apples. Even avocados have 14.
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ethanol. Offsetting is a 20 million bushel inaease in feed and res idual use. The midpoint 
price fO(ecast is lowered 5 cents lo S3.30 per bushel. 

USDA Economic Research Service 
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Information and Analysis 
• Production 
• Markets 
• Trade 
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Promoting Science 
• Research Fellowships 
Research-centered, US-based fellowship 
to improve scientific knowledge in 
agriculture 

• Exposure 
US-based study tours enhance technical 
knowledge and skills in agricultural trade 
and related fields 

• New Ideas 
Faculty can receive funding to take a 
sabbatical at ARS Laboratories 
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Collaborative Research 
• Scientific Cooperative Research 

Program 
Small-scale collaborative research 
between US and foreign institutions 

• Research Grants 
USDA encourages internationalization of 
research by making supplemental funds 
available to research 
programs with an 
international 
component. 
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Example: Wheat in Pakistan 

• Released 36 high yielding, disease resistant varieties 
which contributed to 20% more yield gain in farmers 
fields 

• Stem rust resistant wheat germplasm increased to 49% 
of production by 2017 (compared to only 15% in 2011) 

• Scaled out ~800 tons of quality wheat seeds to 
smallholder farmers, improving harvest by 20-50% 
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The Toolbox (abridged) 

Improved 
Technical 
& Policy 
Capacity 

U.S. Study 
Tours 

U.S. Based 
Training 
Courses 

In-Country 
Trainings 

Technical 
Consultations 

Workshops, 
Meetings, 

and 
Conferences 
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Challenges 
“Everyone says the 
sky is the limit, but 
we've been on the 
moon.” 
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Making Connections 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Photo: Borlaug Fellow and SCRP researcher Issah Sugri, of the Savannah Agricultural Research Institute (photo: Jim Suits, FAS/OCBD)
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Have an Idea? 
• USDA programs are not intended to be ‘discrete’ 

endeavors that are limited only to the activity itself. 
• Continued and new connections between 

institutions and researchers are greatly valued 
• Even if we don’t have funding or a relevant 

program, we try to make connections 

• If you don’t ask, the answer is always no! 
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Jim Suits 
Project Management Officer 
USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 
jim.suits@usda.gov 

Alecia Davis 
Executive Director of Business Operations 

USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 
alecia.davis@usda.gov 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Photo: Sunset from Ile-a-Vache, Haiti, January 18, 2019 (Jim Suits, FAS/GP)
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