
 

 

 
 

From: Constant Contact 
To: SM.OC.DCWA2.OCFeedback 
Subject: Your campaign USDA Office of Tribal Relations News has been sent 
Date: Thursday, January 12, 2023 11:04:26 AM 

Dear Peter Rhee, 

Your campaign 'USDA Office of Tribal Relations News' was sent on 1/12/2023 around 
11:00 AM EST. 

Below is a copy of the message your subscribers received. See how your campaign is 
doing by visiting Reports in your account to get real-time results and stats. 

Subject: USDA Office of Tribal Relations News 

mailto:noreply@constantcontact.com
mailto:Feedback@usda.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flogin.constantcontact.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C33e51cc014144ec3934908daf4b6aba7%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638091362658068132%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B3JY4F5B19dfQDQ%2BvbSZnGnAeoBVRXvj9eEpyOF8kIY%3D&reserved=0
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USDA’s Office of Tribal Relations Newsletter 
If you are not subscribed to this newsletter, sign up at this link. 

Message from the Director 

Hihanni waste, greetings. 

I would like to wish everybody a happy new year! 2022 was a year of many historic 
achievements for Indian Country, and we hope and expect for 2023 to bring even greater 
achievements. 

Next week, there will be a joint consultation and listening session on January 19, 2023 on 
Inclusive Competition and Market Integrity Under the Packers and Stockyards Act. This 
consultation and listening session will be graciously hosted by the Cherokee Nation of 
Oklahoma at the Hard Rock Hotel and Casino Tulsa, with virtual attendance possible 
through Zoom. There is a significant question as to whether this law regulates tribes or 
not, and we need tribal nations to engage and give your feedback. For more information, 
see the information in the consultation section of this newsletter. RSVP: 
tribal.relations@usda.gov. 

Finally, I would like to remind you that the application process is open for its second round 
of the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations Self-Determination 
Demonstration Projects. Applications are Due January 31, 2022. Created in the 2018 
Farm Bill, Tribes administering the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations can 
enter into self-determination contracts with USDA to directly purchase food of their 
choosing – including indigenous foods - for the FDPIR food packages distributed to their 
tribe. Eight Tribes took part in the first round of the demonstration project with tremendous 
results, most purchasing local indigenous foods for their food packages. Please let FNS or 
OTR know if you have any questions. 

In addition, also supporting tribal food sovereignty and the ability for tribal nations to 
purchase local and indigenous foods to distribute to their nation is the Local Food 
Purchase Assistance program. Through the program, USDA partners with tribes and state 
governments to purchase foods from underserved and tribal producers and processors 
and distribute that food in a way that makes sense to their communities. These non-
competitive cooperative agreements are one of the new steps USDA is taking to support 
tribal food sovereignty interests. USDA recently announced that the second funding cycle 
increases targeted tribal government funding to $100 million to extend current projects 
and for new tribal applicants. Let us know if you are interested in entering into a 
cooperative agreement. 

The dedicated staff of OTR and USDA look forward to identifying opportunities to support 
your goals and objectives. If you need anything, please contact OTR at 202-205-2249 or 
via email at Tribal.Relations@usda.gov. Please also check out our website at 
www.usda.gov/tribalrelations. 

Heather Dawn Thompson, Director: 202-205-2249 
Deb Dumontier, 202-235-4950 (Tribal Self-Determination Initiative) 
Josiah Griffin, 202-205-2249 (Economic Development, Farming/Ranching, and Supply 
Chain) 
Jeff Harris, 202-768-0812 (Food, Research, Consultation, Youth, Indigenous Food 
Sovereignty Initiative) 
Taylor Schad, 202-875-9236 (Forest Service and Natural Resources) 

Lila wopila (much thanks), 

Heather Dawn Thompson 
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Director, USDA Office of Tribal Relations 

~~~~~ 

White House & USDA Initiatives 

White House Initiatives/Executive Orders 

Executive Order on Equity and Barriers 
White House Memo on Tribal Consultation 
White House Memo on (ITEK) Indigenous Traditional Ecological Knowledge 
Treaty Rights MOU 
Sacred Sites MOU 
Native Languages MOA 

USDA Initiatives 

USDA Food Sovereignty Initiative 
USDA Tribal Self Determination Initiative 
USDA-DOI Joint Secretarial Order on Tribal Homelands 
USDA-DOI Tribal Treaty Database 

COVID-19 News for Producers 

USDA COVID Response Page. USDA maintains a COVID-19 response page at 
www.usda.gov/coronavirus, which has news updates, answers to frequently asked 
questions, and other important information. 

Employment/Board Opportunities 

Management and Program Assistant, USDA Office of Tribal Relations (Temporary
Detail Position: Internal to USDA) 

This is a GS-05/06/07 position for individuals already working at USDA. There is no 
temporary promotion associated with this detail, and this position can be remote. 

This position is located in the Office of Tribal Relations (OTR), immediate Office of the 
Secretary, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and is established to be the 
continuity for Tribal and Native affairs within the Department. The mission of OTR is to 
serve as a single point of contact for consultation with American Indian and Alaskan 
Native governments to ensure strong partnerships that preserve Tribal sovereignty and 
result in high quality service for farmers ranchers, consumers, and other constituents. 

The primary purpose of this position is to plan and coordinate the administrative work of 
the office through knowledge of administrative procedures and requirements and the 
application of a variety of office skills and analytical capabilities to increase the 
effectiveness of the office. The incumbent is supervised by the Director of the USDA 
Office of Tribal Relations. 

To view the detail listing, please contact Jeffrey.Harris@usda.gov. 

Tribal Relations Specialist (USDA’s Rural Development) 

The Tribal Relations Specialist will serve in support of RD's Native American Coordinator 
and to increase the availability and utilization of RD programs on tribal lands. For more 
information, see the link above. The deadline to apply is January 25, 2023 
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Agricultural Science Research Technician (USDA’s Agricultural Research Service) 

This position is located within Agricultural Research Service, Plains Area, Natural 
Resources Management Unit in Mandan, ND. In this position, you will support researchers 
developing the technologies and strategies needed to help farmers, ranchers, and other 
managers effectively steward the diverse agricultural mosaic spread across the nation. 
Announcement to release from Monday, January 9, 2023 to Friday, January 20, 2023 at 
the following link: ARS-S23Y-11771332-AC. 

Tribal Agriculture Fellowship (Non-USDA) 

Tribal Agriculture Fellowship is looking to fill its second cohort with the next generation of﻿ 
agricultural professionals and will be accepting applications from November 28th, 2022 – 
February 10, 2023. The mission of the Tribal Agriculture Fellowship is to create 
opportunities for indigenous students to advance their education in agriculture, increase 
specialized knowledge and preserve the legacy of agriculture in Tribal communities. Who 
should apply: college students who are Native American, Alaska Native, or Native 
Hawaiian; member or descendant of a Tribe or Indigenous community; rising and current 
technical, undergraduate, and graduate students. 

Tribal Agriculture Fellowship resources can be used for: tuition & fees, housing, meal 
plans, equipment fees and testing costs, and professional development. For more 
information visit: www.taffellows.org or email: info@taffellows.org. 

Consultation, Listening Session, Webinar, and Other Notices 

Tribal Consultation and Listening Session on Inclusive Competition and Market
Integrity Under the Packers and Stockyards Act
Date: Thursday, January 19, 2023 
Time: 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. CT 
RSVP: tribal.relations@usda.gov 
In-Person: Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Hard Rock Hotel and Casino 
777 W. Cherokee Street (Room TBA) 
Catoosa, Okla. 74015 
Virtual: www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsceGvrjotExNiAbRBNVeLeTATFytKA7Q 

Tentative Agenda 

Tribal Caucus: 12:30-1:30 p.m. CT 
Facilitated by: 

Coalition of Large Tribes (COLT) 
Flower Hill Institute 
Indigenous Food and Agriculture Initiative (IFAI) 

Consultation: 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. CT 
Listening Session: 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. ET 

Details: On behalf of the Secretary of Agriculture, you are cordially invited by the United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to participate in an upcoming joint consultation 
and listening session on Inclusive Competition and Market Integrity Under the Packers 
and Stockyards Act on Thursday, January 19, 2023, from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. CT. 

This consultation and listening session will be graciously hosted by the Cherokee Nation 
of Oklahoma at the Hard Rock Hotel and Casino Tulsa, with virtual attendance possible 
through Zoom. 

We also welcome your feedback via the written comment period for this consultation. 
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Written consultation comments may be submitted by Thursday, February 2, 2023, 
to s.brett.offutt@usda.gov. 

Invitation Letter (PDF, 216 KB) 
Proxy Letter (DOCX, 20.4 KB) 
Framing Paper on Inclusive Competition and Market Integrity Under the Packers and 
Stockyards Act (PDF, 269 KB) 

USDA Hall of Tribal Nations 

USDA Requests your Tribal Flag for the Hall of Tribal Nations 

In recognition of the diplomatic nation-to-nation relationship, between tribes and the 
federal government, USDA is proud to host a Hall of Tribal Nations, akin to our sister 
agency the Department of Interior – Bureau of Indian Affairs. Agriculture Secretary Vilsack 
shared a video dedicating this new space during the November 2021 White House Tribal 
Nations Conference. 

USDA invites more tribal nations to contribute flags to this growing collection. Please 
contact Tribal.Relations@usda.gov to learn more or send your 3ft. x 5ft. tribal flag to: 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Attention: Tribal Flags/Office of Tribal Relations 
1400 Independence Avenue SW 
Room 200A J.L. Whitten Building 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

Regulation Review/Public Comment/Public Notification 

Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC): 
Revisions in the WIC Food Packages – Comment Deadline: February 21, 2023 

Grant/Loan/Program Opportunities﻿ 

﻿ 
Tribal Nations: National Animal Disease Preparedness and Response Program – 
Application Deadline: January 13, 2023 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS), Veterinary Services (VS) is announcing the availability of up to $500,000 in 
funds in the National Animal Disease Preparedness and Response Program (NADPRP) to 
support Tribal projects in the topic areas including: Projects to Deliver Outreach & 
Education on Animal Disease Prevention, Preparedness, and Response; Projects to 
Increase Livestock and Poultry Biosecurity; Projects that Support Training & Exercises for 
Tribal Nations Animal Agriculture Sector Responders; Projects to Develop, Enhance, and 
Exercise Tribal Animal Disease Emergency Response Plans; Projects to Enhance Animal 
Disease Traceability for a Disease Outbreak. 

USDA APHIS American Rescue Plan: SARS-CoV-2 in Animals – Application Deadline: 
January 15, 2023 

This funding opportunity is provided to carry out the animal health provision as described 
in Section 1001 of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARP). Through this provision, APHIS 
will provide funds to address gaps in surveillance of SARS-CoV-2 in animals, determine 
susceptibility of target species to SARS-CoV-2, understand transmission mechanisms in 
different animals, develop and optimize SARS-CoV-2 diagnostics and surveillance 
strategies for multiple species, and develop prevention and intervention strategies. 
Additional details about this funding opportunity, including additional information for 
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applicants, are available on the USDA APHIS 
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/onehealth/funding-opportunities website. 

Biotechnology Risk Assessment Research Grants Program – Application Deadline: 
January 19, 2023 

The purpose of the BRAG program Assistance Listing 10.219 is to support the generation 
of new information that will assist federal regulatory agencies [USDA’s – Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service - Biotechnology Regulatory Services (APHIS-BRS), 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and Department of Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) Food and Drug Administration (FDA)] in making science-based decisions about 
the environmental effects of introducing genetically engineered (GE) organisms by 
techniques that use recombinant, synthesized, or amplified nucleic acids to modify or 
create a genome. The organisms include plants, microorganisms (including fungi, 
bacteria, and viruses), arthropods, fish, birds, livestock, and other animals. These include 
related wild and agricultural organisms. 

Assistive Technology Program for Farmers with Disabilities – Application Deadline: 
January 19, 2023 

The AgrAbility program increases the likelihood that farmers, ranchers, farm workers and 
farm family members with disabilities will experience success in agricultural production. 
The program supports projects between State Cooperative Extension System and private, 
nonprofit disability organizations who work in partnership to provide agricultural education 
and assistance directed at accommodating disability in farm operations for individuals with 
disabilities, and their families, who engage in farming and farm-related occupations. 

Distance Learning and Telemedicine Grants – Application Deadline: January 20, 2023 

The DLT Program provides financial assistance to enable and improve distance learning 
and telemedicine services in rural areas. DLT grant funds support the use of 
telecommunications-enabled information, audio and video equipment, and related 
advanced technologies by students, teachers, medical professionals, and rural residents. 
These grants are intended to increase rural access to education, training, and health care 
resources that are otherwise unavailable or limited in scope. 

USDA APHIS American Rescue Plan: SARS-CoV-2 in Animals Tribal Funding
Opportunity – Application Deadline: January 31, 2023 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS) is announcing the availability of up to $5,000,000 in funds provided by the 
American Rescue Plan to tribes, tribal nations, and organizations working on their behalf 
to support projects in the priority areas below: 1) Address gaps in surveillance and 
investigation activities for SARS-CoV-2 in animals, including farmed animals, captive 
wildlife, free-ranging wildlife, and companion animals. 2) Expand knowledge of species 
susceptibility to SARS-CoV-2 to improve understanding of potential roles or routes of 
transmission. 3) Develop surveillance tools and strategies for the rapid detection and 
characterization of new variants of SARS-CoV-2 to support an early warning system to 
prevent or limit future SARS-CoV-2 outbreaks. 4) Identify effective interventions, and other 
measures to prevent transmission of SARS-CoV-2 at the human-animal interface and/or 
impacts to the food supply. 

Development and Implementation of Healthy Meals Incentives School Food System
Transformation Challenge Sub-Grants – Application Deadline: February 1, 2023 

Under this RFA, the School Food System Transformation Challenge Sub-Grant 
Cooperative Agreement will reflect FNS’ commitment to encourage the offering of 
healthier food products in the marketplace for school meals through engagement with the 
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food industry and incentivizing innovation and partnerships. Increasing access to nutritious 
and appealing foods for kids is critical to the success of strong school meal standards. 
The selected Cooperator(s) will collaborate with food industry partners to support school 
districts, food producers, suppliers, distributors, and community partners. 

Methyl Bromide Transition Program – Application Deadline: February 13, 2022 

The Methyl Bromide Transition Program (MBT) addresses the immediate needs and the 
costs of transition that have resulted from the phase-out of the pesticide methyl bromide. 
Methyl bromide has been a pest and disease control tactic critical to pest management 
systems for decades for soilborne and postharvest pests. The program focuses on 
integrated commercial-scale research on methyl bromide alternatives and associated 
extension activity that will foster the adoption of these solutions. Projects should cover a 
broad range of new methodologies, technologies, systems, and strategies for controlling 
economically important pests for which methyl bromide has been the only effective pest 
control option. Research projects must address commodities with critical issues and 
include a focused economic analysis of the cost of implementing the transition on a 
commercial scale. 

Crop Protection and Pest Management Competitive Grants Program – Application 
Deadline February 13, 2023 

The purpose of the Crop Protection and Pest Management program is to address high 
priority issues related to pests and their management using IPM approaches at the state, 
regional and national levels. The CPPM program supports projects that will ensure food 
security and respond effectively to other major societal pest management challenges with 
comprehensive IPM approaches that are economically viable, ecologically prudent, and 
safe for human health. The CPPM program addresses IPM challenges for emerging 
issues and existing priority pest concerns that can be addressed more effectively with new 
and emerging technologies. The outcomes of the CPPM program are effective, affordable, 
and environmentally sound IPM practices and strategies needed to maintain agricultural 
productivity and healthy communities. 

Food Safety Outreach Competitive Grants Program – Application Deadline: February 
16, 2023 

The Food Safety Outreach Program will complement and expand the national 
infrastructure of the National Food Safety Training, Education, Extension, Outreach, and 
Technical Assistance Competitive Grants Program. The Food Safety Outreach Program 
will build upon that national infrastructure, with a sustained focus on delivery of 
customized training to members of the target audiences. Awardees will develop and 
implement food safety training, education, extension, outreach and technical assistance 
projects that address the needs of owners and operators of small to mid-sized farms, 
beginning farmers, socially disadvantaged farmers, small processors, or small fresh fruit 
and vegetable merchant wholesalers. Grant applications will be solicited directly from 
those in local communities to include those from community-based organizations, non-
governmental organizations, food hubs, farm cooperatives, extension, and other local 
groups. 

Antimicrobial Resistance Dashboard 2022-2023 Cooperative Agreements – 
Application Deadline: February 20, 2023 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS), Veterinary Services (VS) is announcing the availability of up to $3 million in 
funds in the Antimicrobial Resistance Dashboard (AMR Dashboard). 

Rural Business Development Grant – Application Deadline: February 28, 2023 
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The purpose of the program is to promote economic development and job creation 
projects through the awarding of grant funds to eligible entities. Applications will compete 
in two separate categories, business opportunity grants and business enterprise grants, 
for use in funding various business and community projects that serve rural areas. 

Agriculture Innovation Center Grant Program – Application Deadline: March 6, 2023 

The primary objective of the program is to provide grants to Agriculture Innovation Centers 
that will provide technical assistance to agricultural producers to market value-added 
agricultural products. 

USDA The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) Reach and Resiliency
2023 – Application Deadline: March 6, 2023 

USDA announced a $1 billion investment in the country’s emergency food network so that 
food banks and local organizations can reliably serve their communities. Of that $1 billion 
amount, USDA is making $100 million available for a grant initiative – TEFAP Reach and 
Resiliency - aimed at helping food assistance organizations meet The Emergency Food 
Assistance Program (TEFAP) requirements, strengthen infrastructure, and expand 
TEFAP’s reach into underserved communities. The COVID-19 pandemic has had 
devastating impacts on our nation’s food systems and economy, forcing many Americans 
to turn to the country’s emergency food network for aid. Food banks, food pantries, and 
other community organizations have valiantly stepped up to meet this increase in need 
while simultaneously ensuring that staff and recipients are not unnecessarily exposed to 
the dangers of COVID-19. However, some inequities within the broader emergency food 
network remain – especially in remote, rural, tribal, and/or low-income communities. Thus, 
the key objective of the TEFAP Reach and Resiliency – Round 2 grant is to: Expand 
TEFAP’s reach into remote, rural, tribal, and/or low-income areas that are underserved by 
the program. 

News 

USDA Indian Country Blogs 

Read USDA stories involving Indian Country. Watch videos of USDA’s work in Indian 
Country at OTR’s Video and Radio page. 

Agriculture and Food Sovereignty 

A Disaggregated View of Market Concentration in the Food Retail Industry 
USDA Announces Major Program Improvements, Progress, and Investments to Benefit 
American Farmers, Ranchers, and Producers 
USDA Announces January 2023 Lending Rates for Agricultural Producers 

Business & Community Development 

NIFA Invests Over $520k in Response to Extreme Weather Events Across the U.S. 

Conservation & Forestry 

USDA Offers Contract Opportunities for Small Architectural and Engineering Firms 
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