
 
 
 
   

 
Satellite image with enhanced low cloud-top temperatures for 6:10 a.m. EDT (NOAA) 

 

Agricultural Weather Highlights – Monday - May 22, 2023 
 In the West, cooler air is arriving in the Pacific Northwest, following a cold front’s passage.  The front, currently crossing 

the northern Rockies, is generating spotty showers.  Above-normal temperatures cover much of the remainder of the 
region, with today’s high temperatures expected to top 100°F n parts of the Desert Southwest.  The Western warmth is 
contributing to significant snow-melt runoff, which has resulted in the highest water level since January 1997 along the 
East Walker River near Mason, Nevada. 

 
 On the Plains, widely scattered showers are occurring from Kansas southward.  Recent and ongoing showers across the 

central and southern Plains have generally arrived too late for winter wheat but are locally benefiting rangeland, pastures, 
and summer crops.  Meanwhile on the northern Plains, warm, dry weather favors fieldwork and crop development, 
although smoke from Canadian wildfires is resulting in hazy conditions and some reductions in air quality. 

 
 In the Corn Belt, warm, dry weather favors fieldwork, including corn and soybean planting, as well as winter wheat 

development and summer crop emergence and growth.  However, smoke from Canadian wildfires continues to drift 
southward, mainly in the upper levels of the atmosphere, contributing to hazy, filtered sunshine. 

 
 In the South, mostly cloudy, humid weather accompanies scattered showers.  Early today, some of the most significant 

rain is falling in the Southeast, including parts of Alabama, Georgia, and northern Florida.  Although the rain is limiting 
fieldwork, conditions remain mostly favorable for summer crop development. 

 
Outlook:  Uneventful weather will cover many parts of the country for much of the week, although exceptions may include 
heavy rain along the southern Atlantic Coast and mid- to late-week showers and thunderstorms across the Plains and Rockies.  
Five-day rainfall totals could reach 2 to 4 inches or more in Florida and southern Georgia, while 1- to 2-inch totals may occur 
across the nation’s mid-section, extending into the Rockies.  In contrast, dry weather will prevail during the next 5 days in 
much of the Midwest, mid-Atlantic, western Gulf Coast region, Desert Southwest, and Far West.  NWS 6- to 10-day outlook 
for May 27 – 31 calls for the likelihood of near- or above-normal temperatures and precipitation across most of the country.  
Cooler-than-normal conditions will be confined to the southern Atlantic States, California, and the Desert Southwest, while 
drier-than-normal weather should be limited to an area stretching from the central Gulf Coast to portions of the Great Lakes 
and Northeastern States. 
 
Contact:  Brad Rippey, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-2397) 
Web Site:  https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/TODAYSWX.pdf 
  

Product issued by USDA’s World Agricultural Outlook Board, Office of the Chief Economist. 
The outlook is an interpretation of National Weather Service (NWS) forecasts and products. 
Next scheduled noon release of the “Agricultural Weather Highlights” will be Friday, June 9.  On other weekdays, this product will be posted by 9 am EDT. 


